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Mr. Merk has demonstrated that there is an almost limitless field 
for studies similar to his, each of which will bring out those 
factors which, taken together, will allow a more accurate reading 
of our national progress. It is to be hoped that many will follow 
his example, not alone because of the opportunities it suggests, 
but also on account of its intrinsic merits as a sound study of a 
difficult subject, carefully arranged, logically developed, and 
highly interesting in its presentation. 

Lester Burrell Shippee 

The Life of James J. Hill. By Joseph Gilpin Pyle. In two 
volumes. (Garden City and New York, Doubleday, Page, 
and Company, 1917. 498, 459 p. Illustrated) 

Those who find their history in the biographies of the great 
will not look to the lives of presidents and politicians for a 
record of American development since the Civil War. They 
will look rather to the lives of those "captains of industry" whose 
clearness of vision made them leaders in the national task of 
developing a continent, and despots, benevolent or otherwise, in 
the modern business world. James J. Hill was one of these 
makers of modern America. It was no mere coincidence that 
he and the future Lord Strathcona, each driving a dog team, 
should meet for the first time on the far western prairies, one 
hundred and forty miles from the nearest house. Each of them 
had an imagination, described by Mr. Pyle as "tropical," which 
gave him an insight into the future of the West. Each had the 
ability — the genius — to lay foundations for the castles of his 
dreams. It is a favorite task of biographers to analyze this thing 
called "genius." Mr. Pyle is not a bad psychologist. He delights 
to show the ability of his hero to make the facts of the past and 
present cast light upon the future, to grasp and retain unlimited 
detail, to work incessantly without breaking, to wait as patiently 
as he labored for the favorable moment, to be honest, broad- 
minded, patriotic through it all. But granting that these things 
for the most part are true, the reader grows a bit weary of their 
endless repetition, and can but reflect that in another age our 
author would have been an able contributor to the Acta Sanc- 
torum. 
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The author's fondness for character analysis does not alter 
the fact that these two volumes are a substantial addition to our 
knowledge of transportation development in the Northwest, and 
are distinctly worth while. Mr. Pyle has drawn freely upon the 
letters and papers of Mr. Hill, and has supplemented this infor- 
mation by means of private conversations with him and with his 
associates, by careful examination of the numerous court records 
which have opened so freely the archives of great corporations, 
by a first-hand acquaintance with newspaper files, and with such 
an historical background as the professional journalist is wont to 
acquire. He has traced with painstaking care and accuracy the 
stages by which the Hill interests grew from an idea into the 
gigantic system which they now are. His superior sources of 
information and his industry in using them enable him to shed 
new light all along the way. In view of the real merit of his 
work we can afford to bear with him while he argues for the 
benefit of a past generation that the consolidations of which he 
treats were not the outgrowth of "some Machiavellian scheme," 
but the result rather of the "irresistible forces of railway evolu- 
tion." Admitted. But if these same "irresistible forces" should 
move on through federal control to ultimate government owner- 
ship, we shall hope that Mr. Hill was not correct in predicting 
as a result "the end of this country as a free and democratic 
government" (2:280). 

It is remarkable in a work upon which obviously so few pains 
have been spared that there should be no maps to guide the 
reader through the maze of railway constructions and connec- 
tions so constantly alluded to. But the facility with which Mr. 
Pyle handles twentieth-century English does much to overcome 
this difficulty. It is not easy to thread one's way through "the 
tangled web" of railway finance, but the author's statements are 
never obscure. Occasionally his figures of speech are a bit 
rampant, but they are usually effective ; as, for example, when he 
describes the Hill system as "a giant cornucopia whose body 
extends from the Great Lakes to the Ohio River, contracts as 
it stretches west and northwest, and pours its contents through 
the relatively narrow orifice of Puget Sound and Portland" 
(2: 57). His use of the English method of spelling such words 
as "favour," "labour," and "honour" contrasts somewhat oddly 
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with the screaming Americanisms which appear on every page. 
But he commands attention. Possibly if professional historians 
would cultivate a more interesting style, their services as author- 
ized biographers would be more in demand. Until such a time 
it ill becomes them to criticize too freely a work which they will 
have frequent occasion to use. 

John D. Hicks 

Fourth Street. By A. J. Russell. (47-49 Fourth Street, Min- 
neapolis, 1917. 127 p.) 

It seems safe to predict that in time, when it has become 
scarce in the market, this little book will be highly prized and 
sought by collectors. No such work as this has appeared before, 
at least in Minnesota. It gives the history of a Minneapolis 
street long sacred to the profession of journalism, from the time 
when "the mighty river of the geological periods eddied and 
swirled" there until now, when it is solidly built up with business 
blocks and its pavements are trodden daily by thousands of busy 
people. 

"Russ," as the author of Fourth Street is familiarly known, is 
the "Long Bow" man of the Minneapolis Journal. He was once 
Bill Nye's double in personal appearance and possessed a far 
finer and more delicate humor than that of the famous platform 
mate of James Whitcomb Riley and Eugene Field. His style 
is a delightful blending of Lamb, Hood, and Douglas Jerrold. 
As is the case with the choicest humor, his writings are not 
wanting in touches of pathos now and then, that mellow yet 
accentuate the merriment of cap and bells. 

Probably no publication except a series of city directories con- 
tains the names of so large a number of people well known 
locally, especially newspaper men, as this little volume. No 
journalist of any prominence who was ever connected with the 
Minneapolis press is omitted. The author revives most pleasantly 
our recollections of James Gray, Martin Williams, Ed. Atter- 
bury, "Fannie" Francis, Ed. Henderson, Abbott Blunt, Stiles 
Jones, Frank Wing, "Bart," "Larry Ho" Hodgson, Colonel 
Haskell, Horace Hudson, "Doc" Bowman, Edward A. Bromley, 
the first regular newspaper staff photographer in the United 



